April 30, 2014

PASSAIC VALLEY WATER COMMISSION COMMISSIONERS

1525 MAIN AVENUE « PO. BOX 230 Gloria Kolodziej, President, Clifton
CLIFTON, NEW JERSEY 07011 = {973) 340-4300 Robert Vannoy, Vice President, Paterson
CLIFTON FAX # (973) 340-4321 Jeffrey Levine, Treasurer, Paterson
Menachem Bazian, Secretary, Passaic

Chrystal A. Cleaves, Commissioner, Paterson

Thomas DeViia, Commissioner, Clifton
Rigo Sanchez, Commissioner, Passaic

Mr. Bruce S. Shapiro

Local Government & Regulatory Affairs Coordinator
New Jersey Association of Realtors

295 Pierson Avenue

Edison, NJ 08837

Re:

Open Drinking Water Reservoirs

Dear Mr. Shapiro:

We have reviewed your April 17, 2014 letter (copy enclosed) and offer the following responses,
numbered to be consistent with your letter. As you agreed, please distribute a copy of this letter
to all attendees at the previous board meeting. Note that this letter will also be available on the
Commission's website.

L.

We plan on having another public meeting in late May or early June. The details are still
being finalized but it will be held in the evening and will be coordinated through the New
Jersey Community Development Corporation (NJCDC). Note that this next public
meeting will be focused on the proposed tanks at the Levine Reservoir. The work at the
New Street and Great Notch reservoirs is still years away and will be presented in the
future.

A public meeting was held in the evening on February 24, 2014 in the Paterson City Hall.
In addition, numerous meetings with elected officials and representatives of the NJCDC
and the Friends of the Great Falls have been held.

The design of the new facilities has progressed to the point where there is enough detail
to present to the public.

The feasibility study was an extensive undertaking that analyzed the governing
regulations, existing facilities, operations, maintenance, capital expenditures, and
alternatives such as treatment, covers, liners, and tanks. Now that the technical details of
the most promising alternatives have been evaluated and identified, we are working with
the NJCDC to schedule public meetings.

This is a recurring comment which we believe is due to the lack of understanding
associated with open drinking water reservoirs. To reiterate, these three reservoirs are
not the raw, untreated water which the public is generally familiar with. These reservoirs
receive water that has already been treated at our Little Falls Water Treatment Plant.
Once in these open reservoirs, the water is then re-contaminated from run-off, animals,
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10.

11.

12.

vandals, etc. That is why it is imperative that the treated water be stored in covered tanks
that are secure and protected from outside contamination.

The enclosed figure presents the anticipated rate increases for a typical customer that will
result from this reservoir project as well as other planned capital improvements.

We understand that there has been public concern but we believe at this point it is
partially due to the prevalence of misinformation that is being spread by certain affected
parties. As an example, of the 750 open drinking water reservoirs that existed in the
1970s, less than 20 now remain countrywide and all of these are in the process of
being removed, upgraded, or are under an Administrative Consent Order (ACO).
In 2016, the EPA will be reviewing all their Safe Drinking Water Act rules and
regulations, including the Long Term Stage 2 Enhanced Drinking Water Rule (LT2). We
have been notified, however, by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) that the possibility of LT2 being dismissed is basically zero. Note that the State
of Oregon has just seitled their lawsuit with the EPA and will comply with the
regulations, as will New York. Consequently, eliminating open drinking water reservoirs
is the industry standard of care.

The Levine Reservoir Tank project must meet with the approval of the State Historic
Preservation Office as well as meet the requirements of Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act.

There have been numerous newspaper articles, presentations, and other public
involvement. The process of public comment and involvement will confinue in
accordance with the requirements of the ACO and applicable permits.

Once again, these are not natural lakes but open drinking water reservoirs built and
maintained by the Commission and located on Commission property. We recognize that
some homes are in proximity to the reservoir but the Commission’s primary
responsibility is to public health and safety by delivering safe drinking water to hundreds
of thousands of customers.

As a matter of public safety, all three of these open drinking water reservoirs are fenced
in and closed to the public; trespassing is not allowed. Replacing the reservoirs with
tanks will not impact the public’s access to the adjacent Garret Mountain and Rifle Camp
Parks.

Probably the most well-known cryptosporidium outbreak occurred in Milwaukee in 1993
when 69 people died and over 400,000 had gastrointestinal illness. No similar outbreak
has occurred within the Commission’s service area but the potential is there. Note that
gastrointestinal illness is very common and no one can say with certainty the degree to
which the open reservoirs contribute to this illness. The Commission does regular water
quality monitoring throughout our distribution system and, as can be seen on the enclosed
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tables, has confirmed the presence of bacteria within the system served by these
reservoirs a total of 70 times between August 2010 and July 2013,

13. The costs associated with maintaining the tanks will be significantly less than the present
cost of maintaining the reservoirs.

In summary, the Commission appreciates the public's interest and is willing to work with any
interested party to help minimize the visual impact of the proposed tanks. Towards that end, we
have directed our consultants to minimize the visual impacts of the Levine Tanks by setting them
far back from Grand Avenue and providing vegetative screening.

Thank you for your interest in this very important project.

Singerely, .
7 _f -

/ Gloria Kolodzigj
Board President

Enclosure

cc: Hon. Board of Commissioners, PVWC
J. Bella, Executive Director, PYWC
K. Byme, Principal Engineer, Pumping and Distribution, PVWC
J. Duprey, Director of Engineering, PVWC



EXECUTIVE OFFICE: 295 Pierson Avenue, Edison, NJ 08837
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April 17,2014

Gloria Kolodziej, President
Passaic Valley Water Commission
1525 Main Avenue

Chifton, NJ 07011

Dear President Kolodziej:

On behalf of the Passaic County Board of REALTORS® (PCBOR), I am writing to formally
submit the list of questions asked as well as prepared at yesterday’s regular meeting of the
Passaic Valley Water Commission, as discussed during the public comment portion of this
meetling. PCBOR greatly looks forward to the commission’s response to these questions in
writing as indicated after they were asked.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact cither myself at (732) 494-5616 or
bshapiro@njar.com or Michelle Perrone Epstein, Chief Executive Officer of PCBOR, at (973)
305-1100 or michelle @pcbor.com.

Sincerely,

LSRNV

Bruce S. Shapiro
Local Government & Regulatory Affairs Coordinator
New Jersey Association of REALTORS®

cc: Passaic Valley Water Commissioners
Joseph Bella, Passaic Valley Water Commission BExecutive Director
‘Michelle Perrone Epstein, CEO, Passaic County Board of REALTORS®
William Linteris, President, Passaic County Board of REALTORS®




When will the PVWC be holding its next public meeting specific to the plans approved in
2012 to drain the New Street, Great Notch and Levine Reservoirs and replace them with
concrete tanks and will this meeting take place at night or on a weekend so that people
who work during the week day can attend?

Aside from the regularly scheduled commission meetings such as this that take place on
weekday momings, were there are any public meetings or information sessions on the
plans to drain the reservoirs and construct concrete tanks in Paterson and Woodland
Park?

Given that the plans to drain the reservoirs at New Street, Great Notch and Levine were
approved in 2012 and this commission worked with a consultant and the DEP to develop
a plan between 2009 and 2011 according to your website, why was information on the
plan just posted within the last few weeks?

"Public involvement pertaining to the selected alternative will be addressed once this
feasibility study has been approved by the NJDEP and during the conceptual design
phase of this project.” This is a quote from the feasibility study on your website for this
plan. Does this mean the commission did not wish for the public to know or have a say in
this project prior o its approval?

The documents on the commission website and recent articles pertaining to this project
indicate that it will cost approximately $135 million to drain the reservoirs and construct
concrete tanks, yet it will cost over $200 million to treat the water. Is the water treated
already before we drink it and if so, why could we not simply treat the water for this
chemical rather than draining the reservoirs/constructing tanks? As a follow up, how is it
more expensive to do this massive project which apparently will be bonded for according
1o your website rather than to simply treat the water?

Given that the PYWC has approved a $135 million project, what is the anticipated cost to
ratepayers in terms of rate increases, especially over this 30-year period when the bonds
will have to be paid back?

Were you aware that in just a little over a month, nearly 700 people have signed a petition
expressing their concerns about this plan and asking that the commission hold off until
the EPA determines whether the rule that triggered it will change or stay in effect, as
entities in Oregon and New York have?

Given the proximity of the Levine Reservoir in Paterson to the Great Falls National
Historic Site, isn’t it true that there are other approvals needed for the project at this
reservoir because of its historic designation?

Seeing as how over 20 municipalitics have adopted resolutions raising concerns about
this project as well as Passaic County and the Record ran an editorial on this issue, don’t
you believe that there should have been some public involvement before the plan was
approved in 2012 by this commission?



10. Has the commission considered the impact this will have on the property values of homes
living near the three reservoirs in Woodland Park and Paterson?

11. What are the environmental impacts and ramifications of the draining of these three
reservoirs and construction of concrete tanks in their place, especially given that many

people enjoy recreational opportunities around these areas both in Paterson and
Woodland Park?

12, Have there been any reported illnesses related to cryptosporidium or any other items

related to the EPA’s LT2 rule from water coming from either the Great Notch, New
Street or Levine Reservoirs?

13. Beyond the estimated $135 million cost to drain the reservoirs and construct the tanks,

what are the estimated costs to tnaintain them and what effect will this have on the
PVWC ratepayers?
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